AADE takes seriously its mission of advancing the role of the diabetes educator and improving the quality of diabetes education and care. Diabetes educators throughout the country are the mainstay of our association and the key to accomplishing its mission. AADE chapters and their members lead the association to promote access to quality diabetes education for all people with diabetes. With the development of the National Standards for Diabetes Patient Education, the establishment of the National Certification Board for Diabetes Educators (NCBDE), and ongoing activities to obtain third-party reimbursement for educational services, AADE has made significant progress toward increasing the visibility and professional expertise of the diabetes educator. We must remain aware, however, of the challenges created by our achievements. Success comes with responsibilities for those who identify themselves as experts in the area of diabetes education and care.
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As an association with a large and diverse membership, a wealth of knowledge and expertise lies before us.
We only need to use it. Each diabetes educator has a responsibility to other diabetes educators who may be judged in the light of our actions and to physicians who rely on us to provide a unique dimension of care for their patients. As members of AADE each one of us pledges to fulfill the purposes and goals of the association, which include leading and advancing diabetes education as integral to the care of people with diabetes. The promise to lead becomes an ongoing responsibility and challenge that each member must implement. Each day we are involved in creating knowledge that will affect healthcare of the future. Each day we learn what does and does not work in caring for people with diabetes. Each day we further develop the scientific base of our clinical practices. But do we tell anyone? Do we communicate what we know so others will benefit? Do we act to serve the common good?
The application of leadership and the sharing of knowledge and abilities was clearly evident at the 23rd Annual Meeting in New Orleans. Participants who attended this meeting identified the collegial networking opportunities and the variety of educational sessions as major benefits and strengths of this annual event as well as AADE membership. The challenges of increasing resources and creating more opportunities for the expanded role and practice of diabetes educators are well addressed by AADE. As we continue to develop strategies that are responsive to members, chapters, and the future of the association, networking, communicating, and sharing ideas and resources becomes increasingly important.
It has been said that enthusiasm spreads when there is commitment. Likewise, leadership will spread throughout the association as collegial team relationships develop. Members must be leaders in their individual roles to fully realize the mission of the association. Each member, therefore, is challenged to use vision and begin to lead. &mdash;James A. Fain, PhD, RN, FAAN
